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folly of Charles X brought about the exile* of the elder line, Stein lamented their fate as a blow at once tragic and undeserved.
Such was the man whose name is specially associated with the, destruction of the caste system in Prussia: and arguing from what is otherwise known of his character and temperament, historians have urged that all Stein's remedial measures must have been woven of good Prussian homespun. The truth is that the most important reform of his ministry, the emancipating edict of October 9, 1807, which gave the villein liberty to quit his holding, introduced free trade in land, and abolished the mediaeval system of caste, was not in any special sense his work. The business was prepared and the measure was already drafted before Stein came into office, and received his signature five days later. Stein has the credit of deciding that the edict should extend to the whole kingdom, a point upon which the commission had been unable to reach a unanimous conclusion; and to his power of action we must attribute its prompt passage into law; but for the substance of the edict we must look elsewhere, partly to the general spirit of the age and partly to the special pressure brought upon Prussia by recent developments of French policy*
It is natural that Prussian historians should be anxious to deny that the vitality of tljcir country is in any way proportioned to the degree to which she adopted the principles of her .enemy; but nobody surveying the general course of the great reforms undertaken by Stein and Hardenberg in Prussia can fail to see that in effect, if not in intention, they represent a remarkable resemblance to the changes which were wrought in France by the French Revolution. The French abolished serfdom and struck at the territorial privileges of the nobility, so did the Prussians, The French proclaimed the principle of industrial freedom, and the Prussians, after some partial and temporizing measures, destroyed the monopoly of their industrial guilds* The French submitted the nobles to their proper share of fiscal burdens; the Prussians swept away privileged exemptions from the land-tax, In both countries the military system was transformed and on identical lines; the nation became the army.